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Depart PVD at 922a on AA Flt 1969, Ar ORD1100a; depart ORD
at 315p on AA Flt 2725, Ar Anchorage(ANC) at 635p. Pick up
Nat’l Car Rental car, Res. # 711904210; Check in to the
Anchorage Best Western, 4616 Spenard Road, Conf. # R4AEDA2,
907-243-3131.
Drive to the|Alyeska Prince Hotel) Girdwood, AK. Conf. #
219940, 907-754-1111. Side trips to Whittier for glacier tours,
ditto through tunnel for kayaking tour, tunnel schedule phone #
877-611-2586--3 nights here.

—1 Drive to Seward for 2 nights at the Seward Windsong Lodge|at

_I7 Kenai Fjords Nat’l Park and “Exit Glacier.” Booking # 401832.
907-224-7116.

—1Head north 5 hrs to the|Denali View B&B, |12 miles South of

_7 Talkeetna. Reserved “Cyntennial Cabin,” rafting options here,
907-733-2778. Rafting an option here...

= | Drive to Talkeetna, check in to a [Sussitna River Lodging, |
Talkeetna, Kahiltna C-1 Cabin, Res. # 200300208, 907-733-1505.

—1 Flightseeing Mt. McKinley? [Talkeetna Air Taxi]907-733-2218,

_? Talkeetna Aero, 907-733-2599.
Drive to [Denali River Cabins|at park entrance. Res. # 15632.
800-230-7275. Park shuttle reserved for 300p departure to
Toklat-A, Conf. # 200300953. 6hrs, 53miles. Bring food, water,
bug spray, hand spray, etc.
Denali Park shuttle reserved for 630a trip to Eielson, 8 hrs,
66miles. Bring food, water, bug spray, hand spray, etc =
Drive back to Anchorage. Long trip.
Depart ANC at 815 on AA Flt 2726, Ar ORD at 500a, July 8"
Dpt ORD at 956a, Ar PVD 106p.

American Airlines

800-433-7300
T:K5Y5058 D:K5Y5096
Nat’l Car: 800-227-7368



Post Trip Notes
Note: The Anchorage Best Western on Spenard Road, although clean and comfortable, was a little thread-bare.  When later in our trip we cut our Seward stay by one night and returned to Anchorage, we stayed at a newer and much nicer Holiday Inn Express just down the road a short distance at 4411 Spenard Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99517  Both facilities are only minutes from the airport and train station. 
aaw  August 27, 2003.

Post Trip Notes
After driving to Seward from Girdwood  and checking into our accomodations, we hiked Exit Glacier and decided not to do another water based trip to the Kenai Penninsula due to a weather forcast for rain.  We then changed our plans and decided to only spend one night here and make a run for Anchorage on July 2nd mainly to cut what would have been a 5 or 6 hour drive from Seward to Talkeetna in half by doing it over two days.  When we returned to Anchorage, we stayed at the new Holiday Inn Express, a facility  which gives you a free breakfast with your room. See address in the note above.
aaw August 27, 2003

Post Trip Notes
This was a charming and spotless accommodation located deep in the woods in Talkeetna.  If it wasn't for the 24/7 "functional daylight", however, this could be a little spooky returning here late at night during the winter months.  It is located several miles off the main Talkeetna Spur Road and there are no street lights anywhere.  The couple running the facility were charming, the room spotless, the river trip with them wonderful, and the breakfast the next day superb.  We would stay here again but  definitely preferred our next night's  accommodations over these mainly due to the fact that the Sussitna River Lodging is in town and not so remote.  To give you an idea of how far in advance people book these places, ...I determined yesterday, September 28th, 2003 that they were already completely booked for the 2004 season.
aaw September 29, 2003

Post Trip Notes
It was only after we arrived at Denali  that we realized  that the first trip we booked into the park  traversed the exact same route as the second trip we booked for the next day, ...the first trip just did not go as far into the park.  So, we cancelled the first trip and instead drove into the park on our own(you can drive in the first 15 miles only).  Consequently, rather than getting back at 900p the first night there, we were able return around 630pm and have a leisurely dinner, order our lunch for tomorrow's trip, relax a bit, and get a good night's sleep.  The 630am Eielson c. 9  hour trip was fabulous and just enough for one day.
aaw August 27, 2003

Post Trip Notes
The reason we had two different places in Talkeetna was due to the fact that we could not get two nights in a row anywhere near the 4th of July.   Our original preferred lodging was the Talkeetna Alaskan Lodge, a massive facility run by the same people who run the Seward Windsong Lodge .  This facility, however, seems to be taken over by cruise ship passengers who come in by the hundreds by train.  We could not get a reservation in advance even though we think they had rooms vacant when we arrived there ultimately in July.  However, if you can book it, do it, ...it has the best restaurant in town and a wonderful breakfast buffet.   aaw. September 28, 2003

http://www.talkeetnaair.com/index.htm
Post Trip Notes
We took the take-your-breath-away flight up to Mt.McKinley(Denali) on July 4th, landing in crystal clear weather on Kahiltna Glacier.  Photos of this adventure may be viewed here: 
http://inside.salve.edu/~walsh/alaska/denaliflight/index.htm and here: http://inside.salve.edu/~walsh/basecamp1.jpg  [ Just cut and paste in your browser's address line. ]

http://www.alyeskaresort.com/
http://www.sewardwindsong.com/38.cfm
http://www.susitna-river-lodging.com/
http://www.alaskaone.com/denview/
http://www.alaskan.com/denalirivercabins/
A. A. Walsh
Post Trip Notes
If we did the trip again, we would drive North to Fairbanks rather than back to Anchorage and fly out of there thereby getting to spend time in both cities.
aaw  September 28, 2003





