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Five weeks of dread
Between Aug. 13, when Charley hit western Cuba, and Friday, when Ivan was downgraded to a 
depression, three hurricanes menaced the Caribbean and the southeastern United States — all 
causing significant damage in Florida. Below are the tracks of Charley, Frances and Ivan.

SOURCES: National Hurricane Center; Herald staff reports PAUL CHEUNG AND MARCO A. RUIZ / HERALD STAFF

MISSISSIPPI
About 59,800 
customers lost power 
during Ivan (Sept. 16). 
There were three 
deaths, including a 
man killed when his car 
was struck by an 
uprooted tree. Minor 
flooding was reported.

LOUISIANA
It was spared the brunt of 
Ivan’s wrath (Sept. 16), 
with only about 1,400 
people left without power. 
Four ailing or frail 
evacuees died as they 
were being taken from 
storm-threatened homes 
to safer parts of the state.

ALABAMA
Ivan (Sept. 16) made 
landfall at Gulf Shores 
just west of the state line, 
damaging bayfront 
condos built after 
Frederic hit in 1979. At 
least one man was killed, 
when a tree fell on his 
car. About 437,000 
customers were left 
without electricity.

CUBA
Charley (Aug. 13) caused $1 
billion in damage and five 
deaths, according to the 
Cuban government. Ivan 
(Sept. 13) brushed the 
sparsely populated western 
edge of the island with 150-
mph winds, downing power 
lines and flooding some 
spots. There were no 
immediate reports of deaths. JAMAICA

The island, spared a direct hit by 155- 
mph winds because of the last-second 
turn by Ivan (Sept. 10), is still assessing 
the economic impact of the storm. At 
least 16 people were confirmed dead. 
Flooding and mudslides were reported.

GRENADA
Officials are still trying to assess financial damage 
estimates for Ivan (Sept. 7), but at least 90 percent of 
the homes were reportedly affected when the storm’s 
core hit the tiny island. At least 36 people died. As 
many as 60,000 of the country's 100,000 people were 
left homeless.

TOBAGO
Ivan (Sept. 7) caused one death and 
$1 million to $2 million in damage.

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Ivan (Sept. 12) left up to half of 
Grand Cayman’s 15,000 homes 
uninhabitable. Every one of the 
island's hotels appeared to 
have damage, including the 
Marriott, which suffered a 
collapsed ballroom ceiling and 
extensive flooding.

GEORGIA
About 265,000 
customers were left 
without power by Ivan 
(Sept. 16). Rain — at 
least nine inches in 
some areas — caused 
floods. Much of the 
northern county of 
Gilmer was under 
water. Four deaths 
were reported, including 
a 6-year-old girl swept 
from her front yard 
into a storm drain.

BAHAMAS
The government said Frances (Sept. 3) 
may have caused $350 million in insured 
damage, mostly on Grand Bahama, but 
also on Abaco, Eleuthera, San Salvador, 
Cat Island and Long Island.

KEYS
The island chain seemed in the path of Charley 
and Ivan — but both storms veered to the west. 
Key West still experienced strong winds and rain.

PALM BEACH
At one point, Frances (Sept. 5) 
dumped a record 12.47 inches of 
rain in one day on Palm Beach 
County. More than 600,000 
customers lost power. A portion 
of Interstate 95 in Lake Worth 
and West Palm Beach turned into 
a sinkhole. 

PENSACOLA/PANHANDLE
At least 14 deaths were 
blamed on Ivan (Sept. 16) 
as it whipped off 
tornadoes and floods on 
its deadly east side. One 
victim: an 8-year-old girl 
in a mobile home. Frances 
also lumbered over the 
Panhandle (Sept. 6), 
drenching the region with 
rain and winds of tropical 
storm force.

NAPLES/FORT 
MYERS/PUNTA GORDA
Southwest Florida was 
ground zero for Charley’s 
145-mph winds (Aug. 13). 
Punta Gorda resembled a 
war zone. Hundreds of 
mobile homes were 
obliterated. Relief efforts 
were hampered by 
Frances (Sept. 5), which 
dumped rain and sent 
strong winds to the area.

TREASURE COAST
Frances (Sept. 5) finally made 
official landfall at Sewall’s Point in 
Martin County. Damage seemed 
more diffuse than catastrophic: 
The boardwalk in Vero Beach was 
washed away; mobile homes were 
torn apart; yachts and sailboats 
were overturned.

MIAMI-DADE AND BROWARD
Power outages, gas shortages, debris-
strewn streets and weeks of 
uncertainty were the extent of the 
counties' problems during the storms, 
mostly from Frances (Sept. 5). The 
damage, of course, was greater in the 
more northern areas during Frances. 

EAST/CENTRAL FLORIDA
Counties such as Charlotte, Hardee and  
DeSoto — home to hard-hit Arcadia — were 
ravaged by Charley (Aug. 13). Then, Frances 
(Sept. 5) added to the misery — at one point, 
its ragged eye hovered over Polk County, 
already hit by Charley. Orlando’s tourism 
industry ground to a halt, and the Kennedy 
Space Center was damaged.
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