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reinforcement - a procedure to make a behavior pattern, or response, more likely to be
repeated under similar circumstances in the future.

reinforcer - a stimulus that will increase the rate of occurrence of a response when it is
delivered or removed contingent upon it.

response - any behavior that is capable of being emitted by an organism and can be
observed by others.

emitted behavior - behavior that occurs spontaneously, purposefully, not reflexively.

negative reinforcer - a stimulus that an organism will work to get away from.

positive reinforcer - a stimulus that an organism will work to get.

negative reinforcement - a procedure of removing a negative reinforcer as a consequence
of behavior.

positive reinforcement - a procedure of presenting a positive reinforcer as a consequence
of behavior.

shaping - in operant conditioning, the procedure of positively reinforcing successive
approximations of a final goal behavior.

magazine training - in a Skinner Box, Classically Conditioning an animal to associate the
SOUND of the magazine food dispenser with food, a primary reinforcer.

CRF - continuous reinforcement,  rewarding a behavior every time it occurs.

PRF - partial reinforcement,  rewarding behavior on some PARTIAL schedule.  PRF
schedules include Fixed and Variable Ratio and Fixed and Variable Interval schedules

operant conditioning - a circumstance in which a three-way contingency is established
between an antecedent condition, a behavior, and a consequence, the key element of
which is the bond created between all three , aka, “Psychology’s A,B,Cs”

superstitious behavior - in operant conditioning, the circumstance in which an organism
falsely associates a stimulus consequence(usually positive) with a behavior when in reality
the consequence was not contingent on the behavior and, in fact, was occurring completely
independent of it.  

chaining - the procedure used to teach complex behaviors by operantly conditioning
smaller components of the final goal behavior and then “chaining” them together through
further conditioning.
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Notes from Anthony A Walsh, Ph.D.
Remember: 

Negative and Positive reinforcers may be PRIMARY or SECONDARY.

Primary reinforcers are associated with biological processes and would include food, water, warmth, access to sex on the positive side and intense heat, electric shock, intense cold, and even such experiences as headaches on the negative side.

Secondary reinforcers acquire their ability to reinforce through learning.  Secondary positive reinforcers would include such things as money, grades, and praise; examples of secondary negative reinforcers would include criticism, rejection, exclusion(say by the "in" crowd), etc.

Notes from Anthony A Walsh, Ph.D.
Remember:

There are two flavors of  negative reinforcement.

In AVOIDANCE training or learning, a subject--person or animal-- can learn a new behavior in order to avoid experiencing a negative reinforcer.  Taking an aspirin  at bedtime after a night partying in order to avoid the dreaded morning headache is an example of this.

In ESCAPE training or learning, 
a subject--person or animal-- can learn a new behavior that allows it to escape from an ongoing encounter with a negative reinforcer.  Taking an aspirin to escape from a  full blown ongoing headache would be a good example of this.  

Anthony A Walsh, Ph.D.
PRF, partial reinforcement, is also known as "intermittant reinforcement."  Both "partial reinforcement" and "intermittant reinforcement" terms can be used interchangeably.
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Anthony A Walsh, Ph.D.
According to B. F. Skinner in the "Discovering Psychology" video segment on "Learning," Ver. 1.  ALL THREE ELEMENTS ARE IMPORTANT.  He stated there specifically that "[Learned] behavior is more likely to occur in situations in which it has been reinforced before" (quotation approximate)
thereby validating the importance of the bond between the A, B, & C elements.
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