THE PENURIOUS! MAN @

Penuriousness is economy carried beyond all measure. A Penurious Man is one who goesto a debtor to ask for his
half-obol[sic] interest before the end of the month. At a dinner where expenses are shared, he counts the number of
cups each person drinks, and he makes a smaller libation to Artemis than anyone. If someone has made a good
bargain on his account and presents him with the bill he saysit istoo much.

When his servant breaks a pot or a plate, he deducts the value from his food. If his wife drops a copper, he moves
furniture, beds, chests and hunts in the curtains. If he has something to sell he puts such a price on it that the buyer
has no profit. He forbids anyone to pick afig in his garden, to walk on his land, to pick up an olive or a date. Every
day he goes to see that the boundary marks of his property have not been moved. He will destrain[sic] on a debtor
and exact compound interest. When he entertains the members of his deme[sic], he is careful to serve very small
pieces of meat to them. If he goes marketing, he returns without having bought anything. He forbids his wife to lend
anything—neither salt nor lamp -wick nor cinnamon nor marjoram nor meal nor garlands nor cakes for sacrifices.
“All these trifles,” he says, “mount up in ayear.” To sum up, the coffers of the penurious men are moldy and the
keys rust; they wear cloaks which hardly reach the thigh; a very little oil -bottle supplies them for anointing; they
have hair cut short and do not put on their shoes until midday; and when they take their cloak to the fuller they urge
him to use plenty of earth so that it will not be spotted so soon.?

! penurious ~ stingy or penny pinching, i.e., being unwilling or showing unwillingness to share with others.
2 Theophrastus quoted in G. W. Allport, Personality: A Psychological Interpretation, New York: Holt, 1937, p. 57.
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Theoprastus, immediate successor to Aristotle(384-322 BCE.)  at the Lyceum was born  c. 371(372) was a Greek philosopher of the Peripatetic school. " He is said to have had 2,000 disciples, among them the comic poet Menander. He was esteemed by the kings Philippus, Cassander, and Ptolemy. He was tried for impiety, but acquitted by the Athenian jury. He died in 287 BCE, having presided over the Lyceum about thirty-five years. His age is sometimes put at 85, and 107 by others. He is said to have closed his life with the complaint about the short duration of human life, that it ended just when the insight into its problems was beginning."   For more details see: 
http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/t/theophra.htm
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