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Subject Unit 2

[Terms, concepts, titles, etc. [Names Dates |
case study ( aka clinical method ) George Plimpton 1848
Cavendish, Vermont Harry S. Truman 1948
Chi Square Statistic Jane Goodall

confounded research outcome Phineas Gage

control group Shere Hite

correlation

criterion variable(in correlation)

crowbar skull

crowbar, aka the "tamping iron"

dependent variable [Terms, concepts, titles, etc.

direct correlation relationship positive correlation

double-blind research design predictor variable(in correlation)

experimental group guestionnaire

experimental method random sample

extraneous variable S - R psychology

hypothesis @ sample

hypothetical construct scatter plot

independent variable scientific method, steps in

inverse correlation relationship Shere Hite's "Women and Love"

mean social desirability bias

median stratified sample

micro level of analysis structured interview

mode survey research method

range tamping iron, aka the "crow bar"

molar level of analysis theory

molecular level of analysis unstructured interview

naturalistic observation variability

negative correlation variable

non-participant observation B=f(0)

operational definition B=f(S)

participant observation B2=f(B1)

Pearson r Y=1(X)

placebo 1.00 --- 0.00 --- +1.00

placebo effect
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Anthony A. Walsh, Ph.D. 
Note
The least confusing way to use this term is to treat it as a  rough synonym of CONCEPT.   Essentially scientists and theorists  infer a construct whenever they can establish a relationship between several objects or events.  In common  use is the notion of a HYPOTHETICAL CONSTRUCT, where the  process is not presently observable or objectively measurable but is assumed to exist because it (hypothetically) gives rise to measurable phenomena. The Freudian id,  ego, and superego as well as the concept of repression and other defense mechanisms  are hypothetical constructs in this sense.  Other examples include common  psychological concepts such as intelligence and even extrasensory perception(ESP) for that matter.

Often psychologists resort to OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS to anchor such constructs in reality.  ESP, for example, could be operationally defined in a card color guessing task as  HITS(correct guesses) equal to or greater than 34 when using a standard 52 card deck(34 is the minimum number of HITS one would need to reach statistical significance with the Chi Square statistic, p < .04).  

 I once operationally defined evidence of repression in a sexually taboo versus neutral word memory task involving equal numbers of both types of word as recall scores favoring more neutral than taboo words.  That is, if subjects who were shown a list containing both word types in equal numbers reported remembering more neutral than taboo words, I took that as evidence that repression was at work, ...that in some way they were unconsciously screening out the taboo words and not verbalizing them even though they had seen them and, therefore, should have been able to recall them just as easily.  My results supported a repression interpretation and were, in fact, statistically significant. 
					                                                                aaw [ 25-Sep-2006 ]



